TRAVELLING IN THE SIMPSON DESERT PARKS

Apart from Mt Dare Hotel where fuel, refreshments and
limited supplies are available, there are no services
within these parks. Visitors and their vehicles must be
properly prepared and carry sufficient equipment and
spares in case of emergencies. All food, water and fuel
must be carried making allowance for high fuel usage,
detours and delays. (Refer to the Desert Parks

Pass handbook for details).

All vehicles should be fitted with a UHF radio and use

or scan Channel 10 which is the designated desert
frequency. At least one vehicle within each group should
be fitted with an HF radio or satellite telephone. Personal
EPIRBs can be used as a last resort if stranded.

Reduce tyre pressures and engage 4WD to prevent
damage to vehicles and desert tracks. Fit a dune flag
so oncoming traffic can see you.

Desert Parks Pass

A Desert Parks Pass is mandatory if you wish to journey
east of Dalhousie Springs. Travellers are advised to
purchase it in advance to assist in planning. It is valid
for twelve months and is issued on a per vehicle basis.

Travellers should be aware that the Simpson Desert
may be closed over the summer months.

Camping Permits
If you wish only to camp a few nights at Dalhousie
Springs, camping permits are available.

For more information telephone the
Desert Parks toll-free hotline—1800 816 078

PLEASE BE A RESPONSIBLE VISITOR

* Take your rubbish with you.

* Burn toilet paper or dispose of with your rubbish.
Do not bury as animals will dig it up.

¢ Observe fire restrictions. Check the
CFS hotline 1300 362 361.

» Conserve native habitat.

* Do not feed wildlife.

* Respect geological and heritage sites.

* Obey laws and regulations for 4WD vehicles.

* Keep to defined vehicle tracks and walking trails.
¢ Obtain permission before driving on private land.
¢ Leave livestock alone and gates as found.

* Be considerate of other park users.

e Firearms and hunting are not permitted.

Thank you for leaving the bush in its natural
state for the enjoyment of others

Camp Fires - To protect native habitat, use liquid
fuel or gas stoves. If you decide to have a camp fire
please keep it small and carry your own firewood or
collect it from designated areas ONLY.

Firewood collection is NOT permitted
at Dalhousie Springs or Lake Eyre National Park

Chainsaws and pets are NOT permitted in
any of the Desert Parks

For further information contact:

Department for Environment and Heritage,

(PO Box 78) 9 Mackay Street PORT AUGUSTA SA 5700

Phone (08) 8648 5300, Fax (08) 8648 5301
Desert Parks Pass toll-free hotline 1800 816 078

www.environment.sa.gov.au/parks
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THE FRIENDS OF THE SIMPSON DESERT PARKS
(FOS) volunteer group was formed in August 1986
and supports the Department for Environment and
Heritage with the conservation of Simpson Desert
Conservation Park, Simpson Desert Regional
Reserve, Witjira National Park, Lake Eyre National
Park and Elliott Price Conservation Park.

FOS members contribute to the development,
knowledge and maintenance of the parks.

Members participate in annual working bees,
promote conservation and support safe travel for
visitors in these remote regions. Tasks undertaken
have included -

* Development and installation of interpretive signs

e Installation of a red-gum replica corner post at
Poeppel Corner

e Construction of shade shelters
¢ Desert safety track marking

The Simpson Desert—A sea of parallel red sand ridges

covering an area of 170 000 sq km, it lies across the corners

of South Australia, Queensland and the Northern Territory.
Rainfall is low and variable and temperatures can exceed
50°C in summer. Winter day temperatures are mild but at
night they can drop to below 0°C.

The South Australian section comprises three
protected areas:

Simpson Desert Conservation Park—6927 sq km
A variety of desert flora and fauna are preserved in

a landscape of varied dune systems, extensive playa
lakes, spinifex grasslands and acacia woodlands.

Simpson Desert Regional Reserve—29 642 sq km
This area of land was set aside in 1988 and links the
conservation park to Witjira National Park protecting

a wide cross-section of fauna, flora and various sand
ridge formations.

Witjira National Park—7769 sq km
Mount Dare Station was proclaimed a national park
in 1985 to protect the internationally significant

e Walking trail marking

e Extensive desert track clean-ups

e Ecological surveys

e Seed collection and plant
propagation

* Revegetation and irrigation line
maintenance

e Bush care and site rehabilitation

e Construction of safety and

Dalhousie Mound Springs. Sand
dunes, gibber plains, stony

tablelands, breakaway country of
flat horizons, eroded gullies and tabletop

by the Department for Environment
and Heritage and Irrwanyere
Aboriginal Corporation.

Friends of the Simpson Desert Parks
have installed safety track markers on

protection barriers

Working bees—Not many friends groups
travel 1500 kms to their park but we do,
some members returning year after year.

Funding—We seek grants offered by
government and other organisations to
fund major projects.

Bi-monthly meetings—Guest speakers
deliver talks on a wide range of topics.

Social events—We regularly arrange visits to places
of interest, enabling members who are unable to
attend working bees to participate.

Committee—Our committee meets monthly ensuring
that events work effectively.

the track name and
distance to Dalhousie. In

your position can be
clearly identified.

hills can be seen. The park is co-managed

all desert tracks indicating

the event of a breakdown

Flora—Vegetation is variable and many plants have
short life cycles. Some grow, flower and set seed within
a couple of months after rain. Sandhill Canegrass
dominates the dune crests, and spinifex (Triodia spp.)

is mainly found in swales and on stable and fertile
slopes. Common shrub species include acacia, grevillea,
eremophila and senna.

FOS has collected a
wide variety of plant
specimens that are
stored in a herbarium.
Duplicate specimens
have been sent to the
SA State Herbarium.

Fauna—The fauna has
adapted to survive the
harsh desert environment.
Many creatures are nocturnal. Small
marsupials such as the Sandy Inland
Mouse, the dunnart and Ampurta may be
found as well as Dingo and kangaroo. The

| desert is also home to feral rabbits, foxes,
camels and donkeys.

More than 190 species of birds inhabit the Simpson
Desert parks. These include the Wedge-tailed Eagle,
Brown Falcon, Crimson and Orange Chats and the
Cinnamon Quail-thrush. The secretive Eyrean
Grasswren has been sighted in both northern and
southern areas of the Simpson Desert and is believed to
be relatively common within a restricted habitat. Rarely
flying, it prefers to scurry about in the canegrass.

The Friends of the Simpson Desert Parks have
adopted the Eyrean Grasswren as their logo.

Numerous reptiles are found in the region. The Woma,

a small and non-venomous python may be seen
occasionally, however the most common snake found is
the highly venomous Western Brown Snake.

For more information about
us please contact -

Friends of the Simpson
Desert Parks
PO Box 988

The Military Dragon, Painted Dragon,
Bearded Dragon and Desert Skink are some
of the most common lizards encountered.

FOS members have been involved
in fauna surveys, adding to the scientific
knowledge of the desert parks.

Kent Town SA 5071
Website: www.friendsofthesimpsondesert.com.au




SIGNIFICANT SITES OF INTEREST 3 O’Clock Creek—This alternative
campsite has an overhead tank of

potable water and a shade shelter.

Dalhousie Mound Springs—
Located in Witjira National Park is

the largest complex of artesian springs
in Australia. They are home to three
endemic species of fish, several
molluscs and crustaceans. Rare or
restricted plant species are found here
and the area provides habitat for many
species of birds and reptiles.

FOS has planted concentric circles
of trees and shrubs symbolising an
Aboriginal camp site.

Purni Bore—An exploratory well drilled
by the French Petroleum Company in
1963 allowed water to flow freely
creating an artificial lake that supports a
variety of wildlife. Water temperature is
approximately 85°C at the bore head.

Approdinna Attora Knolls—These fragile gypsum
outcrops are of great Aboriginal and scientific
importance. They were once the highest dune crests
FOS has installed a shade shelter, in this area. The first European to visit the Knolls was

Water percolates through
cracks and fissures in the
subterranean strata from the
Great Artesian Basin. At the
point of exit, water that entered
the complex system in the
Great Dividing Range is more
than a million years old.

interpretive signs and walking trail. David Lindsay in 1886.

FOS has installed signs and barriers to help protect
the fragile surface.

Visitors are not permitted to camp near the Knolls.
FOS has played a major role

in the revegetation of the
campground and constructed
two shade shelters for the
convenience of campers.

Poeppel Corner—Surveyed by Augustus Poeppel

in 1880, Poeppel Corner is located on the northern
boundary of the Simpson Desert Conservation Park at
the junction of the SA, QIld and NT borders. The survey
equipment used was found to be faulty and it was
re-surveyed in 1884 by Lawrence Wells. In 1936 the
post was sighted by Ted Colson. Reg Sprigg found the
insect infested post in1962 and brought it to Adelaide
where it has been preserved. It is now part of the
History Trust of SA Historical Relics Collection.

Aboriginal Significance:

The Dalhousie Springs provide
shelter, food, medicines and
most importantly for survival —
water.

Ambutchera Lookout—The turn off to this
delightful spot overlooking the Ambutchera Creek

is about 13 km east of Dalhousie Springs. The Friends of the Simpson Desert Parks installed

a red gum replica post at Poeppel Corner in 1989.

In 2005 the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service
restored the site in conjunction with the South
Australian Department for Environment and Heritage.

European History:

Old stockyards, agricultural
equipment and ruins remain
in the area.

Mokari Airstrip and Pecanek’s Grave— Located
13 km south-east of the French Line / Rig Road
junction, the abandoned airstrip was used during

Dalhousie Ruins— exploration in the 1960s. Nearby is the monument

Established by Ned Bagot in to Jaroslav Pecanek who provided supplies FOS provided input to the signage text.
1872 Dalhousie later became part of Mount Dare lease. necessary for the survival of the work crews.
There is evidence that the date palms were planted by . ) .
station manager Essington Lewis. The Lone Gum—A medium sized Coolibah (Eucalyptus
microtheca) stands adjacent to Rig Road among dune fields
FOS is assisting in the management of date palms to in the Simpson Desert Conservation Park. The location of
improve the ecological diversity at this site. Interpretive this tree is unusual as Coolibahs generally grow in seasonally
signage was supplied and installed by FOS in 2002. flooded heavy clay soils.

Since protective bollarding was installed by the Friends
of the Simpson Desert Parks several seedlings have
appeared and are growing strongly around its perimeter.

Kingfisher Springs—A walking trail extends from the
Dalhousie campground to Kingfisher Springs and passes
several locations associated with Aboriginal mythology.

FOS installed interpretative signage in 1998 and
FOS assisted in the installation of trail markers in 2007. re-fenced this area to protect the new seedlings in 2007.




The Simpson Desert is a living desert with many species
of flora and fauna. You can help to keep its future alive by
leaving the bush in its natural state for the enjoyment of
others and by joining organisations such as the Friends
of the Simpson Desert Parks.

Friends of the
Simpson Desert Parks

Application for Membership

SUMN@IME.....oiiiiieieiiee ettt ettt st seee s I
GIVEN NAIME.....oiiiiiiie ettt ess

Partner’'s given NamME..........cooiriieeeee et !

1
Children i
(NBMIB/S) ottt et es !

Please tell us how you found out about our Friends Group :
FOS brochure 1 FOswebsite [ 4wbclb U

DEH brochure DPP handbook & Tourismsa O

Date of appliCatioN ..........ccceiriieeere e i

Please find enclosed $25.00

Please returnto:  The Treasurer
Friends of the Simpson Desert Parks
PO Box 988
Kent Town SA 5071

Early European Explorers

Charles Sturt sighted the Simpson Desert in 1845.

Cecil Thomas Madigan named it in the 1930s after Allen
Simpson who was sponsoring his subsequent expedition.

Other explorers included surveyors Augustus Poeppel,
John Carruthers and Larry Wells, who delineated the
SA-QId and the NT-QId borders between 1878 and 1885.
Charles Winnecke crossed the desert twice in 1883 in the
southern and northern sections. In 1886 David Lindsay
also crossed the desert twice, one in a southerly loop
finishing near Poeppel Corner.

Henry Vere Barclay explored the north-west part of the
desert in 1904. Theodore Ernest Day crossed the same
area in 1915. In 1929 Cecil Madigan made the first aerial
survey of the region and in 1939 his scientific expedition
ran west to east in the northern section of the desert.

In 1936 Edmund Albert (Ted) Colson with Peter Ains

(an Aboriginal companion) and five camels made what is
now recognised as the first crossing of the desert from
Mount Etingambra eastwards to Birdsville.

Miners and Adventurers

In the 1960s Reg Sprigg and his company, Geo-surveys
of Australia Ltd, made a number of traverses by motor
vehicle. D. Von Sanden passed north-south through the
centre of the desert in 1962. The main trans-desert routes
of today were created by the oil and gas explorers.

In 1962 the Sprigg family journeyed west-east in a motor
vehicle and Denis Bartell made an east-west vehicle
crossing over trackless terrain in 1977.

John Gibson claimed the first technical crossing on foot
when he undertook the levelling survey along the
twenty-sixth parallel in 1970. The north-south crossing

on foot by Warren Bonython and Charles McCubbin was
next in 1973, followed by the first solo crossing on foot by
Paul Sharp in 1983. Denis Bartell made a solo north-south
foot crossing in 1985.

Aboriginal History

The Lower Southern Arrernte, Wangkangurru, Arabunna
and Luritja People lived around Witjira and the Simpson
Desert for thousands of years and continue to have a
close association with the land.

Their numbers were initially reduced by an epidemic.
Finally severe drought as well as an attraction to life and
work outside of the desert with easier access to tea, sugar
and flour, caused many of the last inhabitants to move
away.

Conserving the Simpson Desert Parks

In 1966 Keith Jarrott of the Queensland National Parks
Association submitted a proposal for a 4000 sq km park
for Qld, recommended a 10 000 sq km segment for the
Northern Territory and suggested to Warren Bonython
that he should submit a proposal for a 7000 sq km
segment for South Australia. The QIld and SA parks
were created in due course.

In SA the Simpson Desert National Park of 6927 sq km
was proclaimed on 14 December 1967. The name
changed in 1972 to Simpson Desert Conservation Park.
In 1988 additional surrounding land was set aside as the
Simpson Desert Regional Reserve. Warren Bonython
became the inaugural president of the Friends of the
Simpson Desert Parks and later accepted an
invitation to become the group’s patron.

Lake Eyre National Park—
12 280 sq km

Created in 1985 the park
consists mainly of the
surface of Lake Eyre North,
Australia’s largest salt lake,
and part of the Tirari Desert.

Rainfall is less than 120 mm

per year. Lake Eyre and its drainage basin occupy
one-sixth of the total area of Australia. The lake is the
world’s greatest inland drainage system, and being

16 m below sea level, is the lowest part of the Australian
continent. At the southern end the salt crust can be as
much as 400 mm deep. Since European settlement it
has only filled completely three times.

In 1998 FOS members installed information signs
on the Oodnadatta Track and traffic safety signs
along the Muloorina entrance track.

Fauna: Lake Eyre is the home of interesting reptiles
including the Lake Eyre Dragon. When the lake contains
water it is home to fish such as Bony Bream and
hardyhead. Waterbirds including pelicans, cormorants
and Whiskered Terns migrate to the lake at this time.

Flora: Nitre Bush, Samphire, Needlebush and Native
Willow are found in the park.

Elliot Price Conservation Park—646 sq km

In 1967 Warren Bonython influenced Elliot Price to
surrender land from his Muloorina pastoral lease to
establish Elliot Price Conservation Park. This park is
a section of land protruding into Lake Eyre North that
has always been isolated from grazing. It is protected
wilderness and public access is not permitted.
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