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SUCCESSFUL TRIP TO THE FLINDERS 
RANGES

During  May twenty of our members joined the Friends of the Flinders 
Ranges working bee for ten days of friendship, work and sightseeing.   

Initially the weather was sunny with several very COLD nights 
followed by some rain.  However, this did not dampen the spirits of 
the group as the task to restore the old stock yards at Yanyanna Hut 
was completed in just over four days. Another group undertook work 
at Wilpena Homestead to weed and protect new tree plantings from the 
resident kangaroos. 

The stockyard group divided into two.  Group A cut new timber for 
the stockyards and Group B removed rotting posts and rails and then 
trimmed new ones and replaced them using the traditional wire fixing 
method.  Assistance from Steve the Flinders Ranges Maintenance co-
ordinator ensured very large posts were placed with his front end loader  
thus speeding up the process. 

The opportunity to visit parts of the park where the general public has 
no access via vehicle was greatly appreciated.   Thanks go to Trevor 
and Terri Coleman for all their work in organising this working bee and 
to Mal Hanson for leading the tours. 
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28 different species of spiders were collected during the 2011 field trip from 13 different families, one 
centipede and one species of mite as follows:  
Araneus species    # 
Nemesiidae Aname turrita  1 turret spider 
Lycosidae Lycosa sp1  5 
Lycosidae Lycosa sp2  3 
Lycosidae Lycosa sp3  1 
Lycosidae Lycosa sp4  1 
Araneidae Eriophora sp 1  1 
Araneidae Araneus sp.1  1 striped spider
Araneidae Araneus sp.2  1 
Araneidae Argiope protensa  2 
Tetragnathidae Nephilidae  1 Nephila sp.
Miturgidae Miturga sp 1  1 
Miturgidae Miturga sp 2  1 
Thomisidae Diaea sp 1  3 
Thomisidae Diaea sp 2  1 flower spider
Dyctinidae sp1 Dyctinidae sp1  3 social spider
Salticidae  Salticidae sp 1  1 
Salticidae  Salticidae sp 2  1 
Salticidae  Salticidae sp 3  1 
Salticidae  Salticidae sp 4  1  
Zodariidae Zodariidae  1 
Oxyopidae sp1 Oxyopidae sp1  3 
Oxyopidae sp2 Oxyopidae sp2  1 
Gnaphosidae  Gnaphosidae sp1 3 Hemicolea
Gnaphosidae Gnaphosidae sp2 4 
Clubionidae Clubionidae sp1  4 Clubiona robusta
Dolophones Dolophones sp 1 
? Sp     1 
Centipede Scolopendra morsitans 1 
Mites Mites    20 

Thanks to Nickolas Birks, Volunteer SAMuseum for the above identifications.

SUMMARY OF ARACHNIDS COLLECTED ON THE GVD FIELD TRIP 2011

INECTS COLLECTED ON THE 
GVD FIELD TRIP 2011

When insects collected in the field are 
returned to the SAMuseum they are 
either stored in the dry collection or the 
spirit collection.  Dry insects are relaxed 
in a humid atmosphere then pinned.  
Butterflies and moths have their wings 
spread, grasshoppers legs are tucked in 
so they do not become damaged when 
moving them, and all insects have at 
least one pin inserted through the thorax 
to make handling easier.  

Soft bodied insects and very small 
animals including ants are stored in 75% 
ethanol in the spirit collection.

All specimens are then labelled with the 
locality data and sorted to order then 
family level.  They are then stored in the 
collection where specialists indentify 
them to genus and species level. 

This is the dry collection of insects 
made by Jan Forrest and others on our 
last field trip in 2011.

Diaea sp (flower spider)
Photo: SAMuseum photographic 
unit.

Turret spider holes Photo: J.Forrest
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As in 2010 the GVD was looking magnificent after 
the winter rain. Perhaps there should be a word to 
describe it other than desert. The variety of beautiful 
trees, shrubs, perennial and annual ground covers all 
looking healthy and often in flower was amazing.

It is important to remember that these plants endure 
some of the harshest conditions on earth – usually 
long periods of drought, extremes of temperature, 
bush fires and soils which are low in nutrients so they 
really are very special.

The following table is an indication of the range of 
different species seen.

Eucalypts Acacias
E. socialis ssp. 
eucentrica

A. gilesiana

E. pimpiniana A. aneura
E. wyolensis A. colletioides
E. youngiana A. kempeana
E. glomerosa A. ligulata
E. canescens A. oswaldii
E.gongylocarpa A. papyrocarpa
E. concinna A. ramulosa

A. nyssophylla

Chenopods Eremophilas
Maireana pentatropis E. paisleyii
M. appressa E. glabra
M. georgei E.willsii
M. triptera E. maculata
Sclerolaena diacantha E. gibsonii
S. bicornis E. alternifolia
S. parviflora E. gilesii
Chenopodium 
gaudichaudianum

E. latrobei ssp.
glabra

Enchylaena tomentosa E. dendritica
Rhagodia sp. E. delisseri
Atriplex acutibractea E. platythamnos

ssp. exotrachys

Of particular note was the very beautiful Ooldea 
mallee (E. youngiana) and the marble gum (E. 
gongylocarpa) which has somehow broken the rules 
about mallee trees and is a large single trunked tree 
when it is mature.  We also collected E. canescens ssp. 
beadellii on plot 5 another rare eucalypt. The small 
area where E. wyolensis grows is quite remarkable.

With regard to wattles, the herbarium are particularly 
interested in the different forms of mulga (A. aneura) 
as it is still not clear whether the variations are 
different species.

As shown there were 4 or 5 genera of Chenopods or 
salt bushes- always tricky to identify but we’re getting 
better.

GVD 2011 VEGETATION REPORT
There were at least 10 species of daisies mostly of 
the everlasting type.

Grasses were flourishing with different species of 
spear grass locally common and very attractive  
enmasse.

It was exciting to see Duboisia hopwoodii in flower 
as this is the shrub which the aborigines prepared 
pituri from.

There were 2 or 3 species of desert grevilleas in 
flower but Hakea francisiana with its plumes of 
red flowers was of note. It is always a thrill to see 
something so spectacular in the wild if you have 
tried to grow it in your own garden. 

The Eremophilas however, were really special with 
at least 11 species seen in flower including a couple 
of rare ones in the Nullarbor.  It was a great bonus 
to have Maree Goode an eremophila expert, along 
with us. Both Maree & husband Graham have had 
a lot of experience in the desert and both she and 
her husband helped to make up for Fiona & Kevin 
taking to their bed at the last minute. An expert like 
her is particularly good for teaching key differences 
between plants which you can’t usually get from 
books e.g. Minuria vs Brachyscome (daisies) or 
Velleia vs Goodenia 

We surveyed 8 plots - 5 from camp 1 and 3 from 
camp 2.

The procedure for the survey as in 2010 followed 
the method established by DENR.  A 1ha quadrant 
is marked out, photo point site established for a 
representative photo and physical description of the 
site recorded including general geological features, 
soil type, slope & so on. 

An estimate of the tree cover is also an important 
part. This involves measuring heights and width and 
of distance apart of 10 trees. 

Special thanks are extended to Peter Facy, Ian 
Jackson, David White and Paul Koch and their 
helpers for taking responsibility for this part of the 
survey which requires a bit if skill & hard work and 
it was done efficiently & professionally.

The quadrant is then combed systematically to 
identify all the plants, record the life stages and 
collect a specimen for pressing and id by the 
herbarium. Bill Dowling, Maree Goode, & Judy 
Morton were responsible for this side of things 
but there were many willing helpers, recording, 
collecting specimens, pressing, carrying books etc.  
The new shade shelter was a great help for the plant 
pressers.

We also undertook to photograph all specimens 
of plants collected to aid in identification by the 
herbarium as well as add to the photographic 
collection which is being put together by Bill 
Dowling & Fiona O’Connor to help future trips. 
Maree Goode and Lynne Murray-Walker undertook 
this task and were often seen crouching or lying in 
difficult positions to get the right angle.
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TJU2 burnt

TJU1 unburnt

MAM002

MAM001

only 2 we didn’t have a clue about but we await the 
herbarium to see how well we did with identifications. 
This compares with 88 from last year. 

The photo point pictures are an indication of what the 
vegetation was like on each of the plots.

MAM001 About 30k south from camp - 44 sp 
identified, 23 new (65 photos taken) - identified as 
low woodland – bullock bush & Umbrella wattle grew 
here (we drove through acres of Sturt pea and native 
geranium to get to this plot).

MAM002  About 1k south from camp 1 - 42 sp 
collected & photographed (128 photos total) identified 
as tall open shrubland- a mix of Acacia & Senna 
sp. - also Aluta maisonneuvii which looks a bit like 
Thryptomene.

TJU1 (unburnt) and TJU2 (burnt) About 10k west 
from camp 1 – a comparison between a burnt & 
unburnt area. 35 sp in unburnt & 34 in burnt.  There 
were 16 new plants in the burnt area compared to 6 
in the unburnt.  There were more herbaceous plants 
in the burnt area and seedlings of eucalypts. This 
difference reflects the way native species respond 
after fire - rather than being destroyed there is an 
opportunity for adapted species to grow  from 
dormant seed banks.   

MAM003  About 20k north from camp 
1. - 19 sp. identified - 5 new species.  This was the 
very special E. wyolensis plot (The Bill Dowling 
woodland?) The understorey was dominated by 
Triodia basedowii hence the limited diversity. There 
was a quandong in this plot.  

MAM004  30k west of camp 2, not far from the mining 
rig. 48 species recorded, 22 new species (66 photos 
taken). This plot was identified as open low mallee 
but it had a great variety of attractive shrubs and 
herbaceous plants including Grevillea, Eremophila, 
Alyogyne and Brunonia australis with its unusual blue 
flowers-all very beautiful.

MAM003

MAM004
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MAM005  A plot on a sand dune ridge (200m x 50m) 
within walking distance of the camp - a record 54 sp 
identified (22 new, 78 photos taken). This site had one 
of the wonderful marble gums as well as many unusual 
species. Sand dunes often are sites for a range of 
different species. We saw three thorny devils there! 

MAM006  20k east from camp - 45 sp. identified (only 
2 new, 33 photos).  This site was quite rocky with both 
calcrete and laterite. It was dominated by Casuarina 
pauper with a varied understorey of tough shrubs

Of course we saw many wonderful plants outside the 
plots and have discussed the possibility of including so 
called ‘opportunistic’ specimens for the herbarium in 
future.  Our departmental advisor does not see much 
value in this especially if it was done randomly. The 
plot surveys are much more informative and valued by 
the Dept. values. 

Apart from fine tuning our method and not being too 
ambitious in the number of plots we undertake I feel 
confident that we can achieve a good balance between 
getting the job done accurately and making sure that 
everyone enjoys the experience.

Judy Morton

MAM005 

A NOTE FROM THE HERBARIUM

Eromophila glabra Photo: M.Goods

Thanks for continuing with your surveys in the Great Victoria Desert, and your efforts in making voucher 
specimens for the Herbarium. I want to emphasise the contribution you are making by 

A. collecting site data, in a standardised format which
• adds to the biological data of the state, which is stored in the environmental databases
• provides site-specific information that tells us about the vegetation community, and the species in it
• can be compared to other similar and different vegetation communities ~ to build a larger pattern

B. collecting plant specimens which
• enables a formal identification of the species found at a site, that can be connected to the other site data
• adds to the state’s collection of that species – that adds to our knowledge of its biology and distribution, 
• a source of information if/when the taxonomy of the species is studied 
• enables the site data to be updated if or when names change

The recent collections were well pressed and dried, and are in good condition. It is apparent that the season was 
good.  However – a few things to consider when collecting:
• It is preferable to attach the voucher tag to the plant, rather than a packet ~ although care is taken with 
handling, it is always possible that they can become separated, and the ‘chain of evidence’ is lost
• If a species is small and very numerous ~ collect several to show the size range
• If you collect a couple of pieces of a plant or several small plants, then put the tag around only one.

Although we try to identify specimens as soon we can, we are limited 
by our resources, and forced to prioritise.  We make sure that specimens 
coming in are dried quickly so that they will remain preserved in the 
best state possible for future work to be done.

Helen Vonow
Collection Manager,  
State Herbarium of South Australia 
Science Resource Centre,  
Department of Environment,  
Water and Natural Resources 

MAM006
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GREAT VICTORIA DESERT BUTTERFLIES 
Ten species of butterflies are featured.  Nine species were found during the Waterhouse Club  
Expedition to Maralinga in 2010 and an additional butterfly Candalides heathi was collected on the 
GVD 2011 Friends Expedition to the north west. 

Jalmenus icilius 
(Amethyst Hairstreak) 
Family: Lycaenidae.  
Caterpillar food plant: Acacia spp. and 
Senna spp. 
Status: common but local.

Ogyris amaryllis 
(Satin Azure) 
Family: Lycaenidae. 
Caterpillar food plant: mistletoe from the 
Amyema genus found on Acacia and  
Casuarina/Allocasurina.
Status: Widespread species throughout  
inland South Australia, common but local.

Nacaduba biocellata 
(Double-spotted Line-blue) Family: 
Lycaenidae. 
Caterpillar food plant: Acacia spp. 
Status: very common and widespread.

Zizina labradus 
(Common Grass-blue) 
Family: Lycaenidae. 
Caterpillar food plant: a wide variety 
of native and introduced low-spreading 
legumes.  
Status: very common and widespread.

Theclinesthes serpentata 
(Saltbush Blue) 
Family:  Lycaenidae. 
Caterpillar food plant:  various species 
of saltbush including Atriplex, Einadia, 
Rhagodia,  
Chenopodium. 
Status: common but local where food 
plant exists.

Photo acknowledgements: Lindsay F Hunt Copyright Butterfly Conservation SA Inc.
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Danaus petilia 
(Lesser Wanderer) 
Family: Nymphalidae. 
Caterpillar food plant:  native and 
introduced milkweed or cotton bushes 
including Brachystelma, Cynanchum, 
Marsdenia, Rhyncharrhena,  
Sarcostemma. 
Status: common and widespread 
throughout Australia with the excep-
tion of the southern part of Victoria, 
NSW and Tasmania.

Erema smilax 
(Small Grass-yellow) 
Family: Pieridae. 
Caterpillar food plant: species from 
the Senna genus. 
Status: very common and widespread.

Vanessa kershawi 
(Painted Lady) 
Family: Nymphalidae. 
Caterpillar food plant: various  
everlasting species including  
Ammobium, Chrysocephalum,  
Helichrysum, Gnaphalium and  
Rhodanthe. 
Status: very common and widespread.

Lampides boeticus 
(Long-tailed Pea-blue)
Family: Lycaenidae. 
Caterpillar food plant: native and 
introduced legumes in the Fabaceae 
(pea flowering plants).   
Note: Those collected at Maralinga 
were found in and around the Sturt 
Desert Pea.  

GREAT VICTORIA BUTTERFLIES Continued from page 6.

Jan Forrest OAM, Honorary Associate, South Australian Museum.

Candalides heathi Lycaenidae 
Caterpillar food plant: native 
and introduced Plantago spp., 
Eremophila spp., Westrringia spp., 
Myoporum spp. and Pimelia sp. 
Status: rare, although has a wide 
distribution.
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6 June 2012

Dear Friends of the Great Victorian Desert

Re: May 2012 Working Bee

I would like to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt thanks to the Friends of the Great
Victorian Desert for your very active participation in our recent working bee in the Flinders
Ranges National Park. The staff here in the Northern Flinders District has also asked me to
pass on their sincere appreciation for your efforts in supporting the Department for
Environment and Natural Resources and the Friends of Flinders Ranges in this important
undertaking.

The restoration of the yards at Yanyanna has been deemed a success, and could not have
been achieved without your assistance. Your skills, experience, dedication and most
importantly your sense of fun were highly regarded.

I hope that everyone involved left with joyous memories, a card full of spectacular photos and 
a great sense of accomplishment

Again, thanks so much for your enthusiastic participation in our working bee. I have no doubt
that it would not have been the success that it was without your presence.

Please keep in touch, and drop in and visit us whenever you are in this part of the world.  We 
look forward to seeing your Friends group back for another working bee. Moreover, we
would be delighted to invite all members to be part of the Friends of Flinders group and see
you on a more regular basis.

For further information on this matter please contact Sarah Franks on 08 8648 0049 or 
sarah.franks@sa.gov.au.

Very sincerely,

Sarah Franks
LIASION RANGER

South Australian Arid Lands
Northern Flinders District
Flinders Ranges National Park,
PMB 22,
Wilpena VIA, 
HAWKER, SA, 5434

Ph: +61 8 8648 0049
Fax: +61 8 8648 0031

www.environment.sa.gov.au
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JOINT FRIENDS OF THE FLINDERS RANGES AND FRIENDS OF THE GREAT VICTORIA 

DESERT WORKING BEE MAY 2012 TO THE FLINDERS RANGES.

Photos: Jan Forrest, Julie Owen and 
Athol Jackson
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MEETINGS
NEXT MEETING:  Our next meeting will be at 7:30 pm on Friday 15 June 2012. The meeting will be held at the Royal 
Lifesaving Society, 175 Sir Donald Bradman Drive, Cowandilla SA 5033. Off road parking is available behind the build-
ing. The meeting will finalise arrangements for the 2012 field trip in September. All members and prospective members 
are welcome. The agenda will be available before the meeting in the member’s area of the website http://home.vicnet.net.
au/~fgvd/index.htm.

NOVEMBER MEETING  General Meeting - Friday 16 November 2012

2012 FIELD TRIP :   Planning for this year’s field trip to the Goog’s Track area is underway. The work will include  
malleefowl and vegetation surveys and other biological monitoring activities. The group will meet in the Foreshore Hotel, 
Ceduna for dinner on the evening of Saturday 1 September and the trip proper will leave from Ceduna at 9 am on the 
following day. The trip will conclude at Glendambo on Friday 14 September. The logistics officer will circulate details to 
members shortly.

DEH information on Mamungari Conservation Park:  
http://www.parks.sa.gov.au/mamungari/index.htm
 
Friends of Great Victoria Desert: 
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~fgvd/index.htm

DIARY DATES

WEB LINKS

PUBLIC TALKS 
PROGRAM

Presented by
Butterfly Conservation SA Inc.

On the first Tuesday of the month March to  
November at 6.15pm for a prompt 6.30pm start. 

At the Clarence Park Community Centre  
72-74 East Avenue, Black Forest.
Bus route W91/W90: stop 10.
Noarlunga Train service: Clarence Park Station
Glenelg Tram: Forestville stop 4, 9min walk south.
 
Entry by donation (minimum of $2). 
Please bring supper to share, tea/coffee will be supplied.  
Meetings should conclude by 8.30pm. 

At the start of each meeting (other than in Aug) a ten minute  
presentation on a ‘Butterfly of the Month’  will be given by a 
BCSA committee member.

7th Aug. BCSA AGM at 6.30 Talk commences 7.00pm  
“Native Bees”  Many of our native bees have remarkable and 
interesting life histories, hear about them and what you can do  
in your garden to attract them from Museum researcher  
Dr. Remko Leijs.
 
4th Sept.  “Adelaide Moths” BCSA Life Member Roger Grund 
has spent the previous year investigating the moths in his  
backyard on the hills-face at Torrens Park.  He will talk about 
those findings with images of a variety of moths seen, including 
some early stage images.

2nd Oct. “Antarctic Peninsula January – March 2009: 
wildlife, scenery and tour guiding.” Hon. Research Associate 
at the SAMuseum Dr. Peter Shaughnessy has studied marine 
mammals for over 40 years  His talk will provide visitors with a 
glimpse into Antarctic life including, seals and seabirds.
 
6th Nov. “Bats – survivors in todays” world” Adelaide’s own 
batman Terry Reardon will provide a fascinating insight into 
the habits of South Australian bats and how you can help to 
conserve them.

 In the case of an advertised speaker not being available,  
a speaker of similar interest will replace that advertised.  

NATIVE BEES COLLECTED IN GVD 2011 
NEW RECORD FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Collections of native bees during the 2011 field trip resulted 
in the collection of 37 different species from four families.  
One specimen with black and yellow strips Ctenocolletes 
tigris was a new record for South Australia and another 
specimen Ctenocolletes centralis has only been collected in 
South Australia on one other occasion.

Remko Leijs from the SAMuseum has provided the 
following information on collections made: 
Family Stenotritidae
Ctenocolletes tigris (photo)
Ctenocolletes centralis
Family Megachilidae (leafcutter and resin bees)
2 species
Family Colletidae (silk bees)
Colletinae 14 species 
Genus Leioproctus (one photographed)
Genus Trichocolletes
Euryglossinae 2 species
Hylaeinae 5 species 
Family Halictidae
Genus Chilalictus circa 10 species
Genus Homalictus 3 species
Genus Lipotrichus 1 species

There are about 1600 species of Australian bees, but it is 
estimated that there are about a same number of undescribed 
species.  Identification keys do not always exist and are 
often incomplete. Therefore species identification is rather 
difficult, and mostly would 
need comparison with good 
museum collections.
Here the estimates of the 
number of species were done 
by morphological comparison.

Photos SAMuseum photo unit: Above Leioproctus sp. 
Right: Ctenocolletes tigris.

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Members are encouraged to pay subscriptions electronically:

Account name “Friends of Great Victoria Desert Parks” 
BSB number 805023   Account number 02321735. 
Within the reference section record name and “subs FGVD”.  
On the completion of an electronic transfer please notify the 
treasurer Peter Facy peterfacy@adam.com.au  

•
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