 GVD Working Trip July-August 2006

Submitted by Gary Vine and Trevor Coleman

Group Volunteers: Des & Flora Bain, Trevor & Terrie Coleman, Georg & Connie Christiansen, Austin & Thelma Eatts, Ruth Grgurich & Jan Forrest, Bill & Anne Gowling, Lawrie & Meryn Money, Harold & Glenda Ross, Gary & Joan Vine, Des Phillips & Eric Wilson.

Trip Report Summary and Recommendations.

Eight kilometers of track was cleared 

Team 3 established and recorded eleven vegetation sites between the main camp and Serpentine Lakes.

Eight car bodies were removed
We must commend the work done by  Brett Dalzell and his team. The organization and equipment helped us all enjoy the 2006  working trip.

The Trip to Oak Valley via Googs Track was very enjoyable in good conditions, but we now know to allow at least three to four  days to complete the journey. This park could be a future work trip.

The use of the Yalata ,  Dey  Dey  Roads and being able to refuel  improved traveling  conditions and the offer to use the visitors center  was appreciated by the group.

Some time was lost trying to decide on best work practice, with the experience gained can improve the next trip and continue the work started knowing what needs to be done and how to achieve it.

Breaking into teams worked well allowing interests, experiences, and special skills to be used to get the jobs done.

It was decided to totally remove shrubs on the edge of the track to improve visibility and safety by not leaving stumps to re-grow. Although initially slower, future clearing would only require the quick removal of emerging young shrubs by grubbing with a mattock or similar tool.  

The marker posts were there to be installed  but due to a series of events it did not happen. Brett wanted  a Ranger or himself to be present to supervise the work, and he was delayed removing  the cars . They did install the new “No Camping” signs, but the marker posts were left at the camp. Brett took them back to Oak Valley to be stored until the next trip. 

HF radio proved to be necessary to maintain communication between groups

Feedback from the group indicated they had enjoyed the trip. There was a good balance between work and social activity, everybody contributed well and achieved a good result.

Future trips to this Park will feature three tasks: 

· Track maintenance for safety purposes.

· Biological Surveys to monitor Vegetation, Plant, Animal tracks, Birds and Marsupials. 

· Replacing marker posts for our strip map 
Recommendations

· Whilst it is great working with the Park Rangers, under their current workloads the need for volunteers to be self sufficient would allow greater flexibility for  the work groups and they could be visited or supported as needed.

· Members need to be trained on Biological Survey Work; Brett has agreed to arrange in Adelaide a Parks Tutorial on the Biological Survey work to establish a core group who can then train others when needed to conduct survey’s on future trips.

· As the 30 official survey marker discs were left out of the vegetation kit Friends will have to re-visit the sites and attach the markers.

· In the pre trip planning a check list of equipment required for each team task needs to be prepared and follow through by team leader or designated person. Basic list for survey monitoring in Ruth’s report.

· Due to the distances involved and the cost of fuel we may need to consider visiting less often but stay for longer periods. The benefits would be:

· Fuel cost savings for volunteers.

· Flexibility to spread or rotate to different tasks.

· Allow volunteers who can’t afford the total time to spend a portion during the period.

· It has been suggested that by coordinating with the FOS work trip Victorian Friends could be encouraged to travel from the Simpson, have break in Coober Pedy and continue into the GVD. Thus saving one return trip cost from Victoria, also having to choose one work group, could join both.

·  That DEH supply a tray top vehicle to carry equipment, supplies, water, also to be used for removing track shrubs. This would save volunteers pulling heavy trailers and using private vehicles for shrub removal also free up the need for Brett to be involved on a daily basis.

· For future shrub activity we need a chain, chain saws and bush cutters with attached chain saw heads.

· Park information sheets need to be re-printed

· To improve safety, a designated radio channel to be used in the park  should be nominated on entrance signs., especially useful on Googs Track.

TRIP LOG

Pre- trip Meeting 

 Met with Brett Dalzell for trip briefing and to hand over Biological Survey Kit for Team Three. The group met for social meet and greets dinner at the foreshore Community Hotel on Saturday July 22nd6.30pm. Due to the noise of a visiting bus load of people the briefing was postponed until Sunday morning when we gathered at DEH depot at Thevenard 9AM

Day 1. Sunday 23 rd July.

 With everybody assembled at Parks depot Thevenard by 9.00am. the group was briefed by Gary Vine outlining the basic trip plan of three work teams travelling together to Oak Valley, Team 1 would then help Brett remove and transport wrecked vehicles, then  rejoin Team 2 and work on track maintenance. Team 3 travelled with Team 2 to the main camp along the Cook Track eighteen kilometers from Voles Hill corner, then later proceed to Serpentine Lakes setting up Vegetation Monitoring Sites on the way.

Brett Dalzell detailed his plans to leave Monday with two vehicles and car trailers to carry equipment and poly tanks for Oak Valley to meet us beyond Ooldea on the Dey Dey Road   Monday PM.

Trevor Coleman, our Convoy Leader detailed basic travelling procedure and plans for our projected trip to Oak Valley. Due a shortage of Parks personnel, T.C. volunteered to tow the heavy equipment trailer to Oak Valley. 

The group departed Ceduna 9.15am to travel northwards via Googs track with a bank of rain clouds behind us and a sunshine sky in front, we had morning tea at Jellabanina Rocks at 10.45 am. 

The sand was reasonably firm due to the clearing fog, but as the sand hills slowed our progress some people had to further reduce tyre pressures. The first flat tyre  was quickly changed at Googs memorial and we continued on to Googs Lake for a late lunch. Recent rains left some water, this would be a good camp site, the countryside was picturesque.

Showers finally caught us at mid afternoon but did not last long. It became clear we were not going to reach  Mt Fink that day so T.C. selected a camp sight in a clearing at 4.15pm. After dinner we gathered at the communal fire to exchange stories of the days experiences. 

Day 2.  Monday 24th July.

Next morning fog obscured the sun,  tents were folded wet. Departure at 8.30am we continued north with the fog clearing as we arrived at Mt Fink for morning tea. An interesting area, Austin Glenda and Harold  climbed halfway up the north Eastern side to photograph a Grevillia ‘Treueriana’ a  plant unique to the area.

During lunch T.C. and GV  held an executive meeting. We were half a day behind schedule and would not make the Dey Dey Road that night, the plan was amended to radio Brett that night and to be at Oak Valley early Wednesday morning.

At 2.15pm a brief stop at Malbooma Homestead and the granite Kychering Rocks  nestled near the Trans Continental line. Crossing the train line we headed west to make camp at Lyons arriving at 4.15pm. The camp was good with the usual after dinner fire and three passing trains during the night. 

Day 3. Tuesday 25th July.

The  sun was shining and we were mobile by 9am. Morning tea at Wynbring Rocks and rock dam created by early pioneers, worth a visit. After a pleasant drive through thick mallee a 12.30pm stop for lunch at Barton Rail siding. The track to Ooldea was in good condition after recent repairs and we wound through undulating sand hills. Another puncture before Ooldea did not slow us for long, replacing the wheel whilst  the group went on to inspect the Daisy Bates memorial. The well  formed  Dey Dey road was a relaxing drive making up some lost time,  seventy kilometers from Oak Valley we camped in sand Mallee  country with plenty of  bird life.

Day 4 Wednesday 26th July.

Broke camp 8.00 am. Arrived Oak Valley 9.30am. Proceeded to fuel up but delayed by a power failure. We met Chris Dodd and gave him the GVD Plant Guide books for the community and the school.

Unfortunately Chris was  unable to join the group this trip as he had to attend a funeral at Pt Augusta, he offered the use of the visitors centre if we needed it, also on the return trip. 

Met Brett and Mel 12.30pm at the tanks where the wrecked vehicles were being stored. After lunch. Team 1 T.C., Terrie,  Georg and Conny Christensen  prepared for their departure with Brett. They were to head west along the Tjuntjunjarra road some 55klms from the Western Australia border where they camped for the night.

Des Phillips agreed to tow the  parks  equipment trailer to main camp, we arrived at 4.00pm.

We were unable to find Doug Smith’s jerry can pourer.

DAY 5. Thursday 27th July

For Team 1 the car removal was harder than expected, the total group comprised of Brett and Mel, Trevor and Terrie Coleman. Georg and Conny Christensen,  John,  his son a Ranger from Pt Lincoln plus three members from the Oak Valley community. The trailers were finally loaded and while the wrecks were being transported the team moved to the next car to prepare it for loading. It was late when Brett retuned so they decided to camp there for the night. 

Next day presented further problems loading so they were forced to remain camped at the same place for another night.

Team 2 prepared for track maintenance work, we started at the southern park entrance, the team erected the “men at work signs”, donned safety equipment and activated the yellow strobe lights. The morning was spent training and working out the most safe and effective work practices.

The cutting of vegetation proved tougher than expected, progress was slow and left stumps at the track edge which could be dangerous to travelers. Laurie Money suggested using a three-meter chain and totally removing the bushes with a vehicle. Group finished 3.30pm and returned to camp for happy hour 4.30pm. After dinner the community fire was enjoyed by all.

Team 3, after studying the Biological Survey manuals could not locate the designated GPS co-ordinates for the sites nominated by the previous reconnaissance group. It was decided  to establish two experimental practice plots until they could contact Brett by radio to obtain the criteria for establishing new sites.

After the criteria were established and because they were already two days behind, a decision was made to travel to Serpentine Lakes the next day, setting up new Vegetation Survey sites along the way.

Attached is a detailed report prepared by Ruth Grgurich of that teams activities.

Day 6. Friday 28th July
The cool change passed through overnight leaving a South Westerly winds and sunshine, Team 3 departed for Serpentine Lakes.

Team 2 departed 8.55am. Using Harold Ross’s chain and Lawrie’s vehicle a trial of shrub removal turned out a good result. The team developed a routine rotating the functions and covered double the previous day. Bush cutters although slow were used on smaller outer bushes. Work finished 3.30pm to return for happy hour 4.30pm. and  the communal fire after dinner.

Team 1 returned from the car removal detail to camp and join social activities.

Day 7. Saturday 29th July

Woke up to ice on canvas after a very cold night.

Team 2 continued with proven method of shrub removal, thinning vegetation further improved coverage. 

Team 1 worked from the camp in a Southerly direction  using T. C.’s vehicle and chain.

Brett and Mel returned from Oak Valley, they proceeded to replace the Park Eastern and Southern entrance signs.

The Oak Valley Ranger and four community members observed the teams working as they passed through to spent two days in the park camping.

The groups finished 3.30pm. Another cold night and much needed Community fire with Brett and Mel, unfortunately Team 3 could not  join us as they were en-route to Serpentine Lakes.

Day 8. Sunday 30th July
Another cold morning with ice developed into a sunny day. Team 2 commenced 9.00am. due to warmer day temperature and a tired team knock-off was 3.00pm..

We now had use of the chain saw for the larger bushes improving productivity for the day.

Afternoon happy hour and after tea a community fire.

Day 9 Monday 31st July

T. C. and Terrie were forced to return who Oak Valley. Georg and Conny joined team two for the days work on the track; the weather was mildly warm cleared two kilometers of track, work finished 3.30pm. T.C. returned 5.00pm.for happy hour and community fire after tea.

Day 10. Tuesday 1st August.

Checked Mel’s three Mole monitoring holes for activity but none found.

Team two continued track work until 1.00pm had lunch then return for group happy hour.

 During the return trip we encountered a  Park visitor  from Victoria named Garry and Joan Smith who had a brother  Doug he drove a Land Rover Discovery! We explained the Friends group and the current work trip, they purchased a Plants of the GVD Booklet and indicated interest in possibly joining us.

Team 3 returned from Serpentine Lakes after a successful trip. 

Team 1 continued on the track work until lunch to prepare for their trip to Western Australia and group happy hour.

Brett and Mel returned with the equipment trailer to Oak Valley.

Group had final community fire together a good night had by all.

Day Eleven Wednesday 2nd August.

Trevor and Terrie Coleman, Georg and Conny Christiansen, Lawrie and Meryn Money and Harold and Glenda Ross departed for Western Australia via Vokes Hill Cnr and the Anne Beadell highway.

Group lead by Gary and Joan Vine departed 9.10 am returning to Oak Valley, arrived at 2.00pm and  refueled . Austin and Thelma Eatts, Bill and Anne Gowling, Ruth Grgurich and Jan Forrest departed for Cook via Cook track then to Ceduna.

 The remainder of the group Des and Flora Bain, Des Phillips and Eric Wilson, Gary and Joan Vine headed down the Dey Dey road to camp at the previously used camp.

Day Twelve Thursday 3rd August.
Another damp foggy morning developed into another perfect day for the trip via Ooldea and Yalata to arrive Ceduna Thursday 4.00 PM.

Contacted Brett who promptly collected the equipment.

Remained at Ceduna overnight and retuned to Adelaide via Gawler Ranges.
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