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Most will be aware of the ongoing work being undertaken by the Willunga Basin Walking Trail [WBWT] group 
in establishing a 130 km multi-day walking experience. Our FOOP volunteers are assisting in the construction 
of the section that meanders through the SE section of the National Park. This section of the WBWT will en-

hance opportunities to experience more of the NP. If you would like more details please ask.  

Our first general meeting for 2020 was very well attended with attendees given an overview of the Beach Nest-
ing Birds Hooded Plover Monitoring programme on the Fleurieu Peninsula by Wendy White. Wendy is the co-
ordinator of the Normanville Natural Resource Centre. Details of how volunteers keep an eye on the circa 50 
endangered birds on the Fleurieu was of real interest [not that I am biased??]. If you are interested in helping , 

let me know. 

The very predictable and understandable terms of reference for a Royal Commission announced by the Prime 
Minister into the recent bushfire calamity leads one to ponder on what action we Australians will see as a re-
sult? The shocking, simple truth is that we will hear plenty, yet see very little substantive change in how ap-
provals are made for housing development for example. Having lived on the eastern seaboard for some time I 
have always found it curious that home builders there are allowed to live in heavily timbered natural bushland 
without any onus on them to reduce fuel loads. This seems also to be the case here in South Australia as local 
government state agencies such as the CFS are seemingly unable to apply obligations for landholders to com-

ply. [This is the same in trying to protect threatened flora and fauna]. 

We will hear much about indigenous ñfirestickò practices, but the acid test will be if there are changes in gov-
ernment policies for fire-management. I for one will be watching very carefully to see if DEW makes any sub-
missions to the federal Royal Commission, but just as importantly what it may recommend for managing the 

extensive public lands it is the custodian of. 

The older I get the more apparent it is that in this world where corporate interests prevail, that everything 
seems to be for sale. If anyone dares to oppose or put forward an alternate view they are labelled by those in 
power as ñspecific interest groupsò or worse ñun Australianò. These labels have been used in describing the 

opponents of the Flinders Chase KI development. 

Being ñPark of the Monthò Onka has received significant positive publicity; Punchbowl Lookout featured on 
Channel 7 TV news; the walk on the WBWT albeit strenuous in part was well attended; activities at Perryôs 

Bend were highlights.   

Graham Thomas March 2020 

 
ñHere is your country. Cherish these natural wonders, cherish the natural resources, cherish the history and 
romance as a sacred heritage, for your children and your children's children. Do not let selfish men or greedy 
interests skin your country of its beauty, its riches or its romance.ò   ˈ  Theodore Roosevelt   
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Hopefully the fire season is drawing to a close and we can all give a sigh of relief.   

But its not over yet is it?  

We were working in the Punchbowl lookout area the other day and noted that the grasses in the area were looking dry although they didn't 
crunch under foot.  Similarly it was much the same in the Estuary where we were the week before.  Rain that is what's needed, and lots of 
it although the winegrowers, may have different ideas if they have not picked the fruit yet. 

Re the estuary Mike Vowles and I were busy dispatching an olive tree in a patch of rubbish next to Hackham creek and were surprised 
when a small four legged creature scurried into bushes almost from under our feet. I only had a fleet-
ing glance and Mike even less. He did notice that it had four legs and was for some reason happy 
because it had legs. 

I had a bit of a search later that afternoon on the Internet and think we may have seen a Rakali or na-
tive Australian water rat (Hydromys chrysogaster). I base this on the fact that I remembered a dark 
brown body with a white tipped tail.   

It is possible, my research gave a description of their preferred habitat and the area in which it was 
certainly fits its terrain.  So keep your eyes open. Yet another reason for visitors keeping dogs on 
leads. 

We used to see rats swimming the river in the gorge. I recall one late afternoon as we made our way 
from the bottom of the gorge to the Sundews lookout we saw a large animal swimming. Gail Rees was 

convinced it was a platypus but the general opinion was that it was a rat.  Still I have been hearing stories for years that there are still 
platypus in the Fleurieu if you know where to look. I suspect its wishful thinking but who knows?? 

So fellow FOOPers while you are working, walking, bike riding etc in the bush keep your eyes open. Who knows you might see that elu-
sive wombat. 

Climate change is now becoming accepted by many who may have had doubts which is a good thing but as I said last month Science is 
not a religion so what would happen if we were told that it is not quite what we thought because more research revealed hitherto unknown 
factors?  Would the naysayers crow that that proves it is all a hoax and would the community swing back to being confused and therefore 
go off the whole thing. 

It worries me that we may see our politicians jumping on the band wagon with no real idea or inclination to do anything positive. Or worse 
they may force change in a ham fisted way causing an even bigger mess.  Lets hope not. If nothing else poor planning will cost jobs. 

I listened to a politician the other day expressing the view that potential job loss was a good reason to do nothing even if the science is 
correct.  I felt contacting him and suggesting he look at history. 

My own family is an example.  My ancestor, Johann Klopp arrived in this country in 1842 and ran a successful business as a blacksmith/ 
wheelwright in Yankallila. His work can still be seen in the main street of Yankallila but how many blacksmiths /wheel wrights are there 
today? Blacksmiths jobs disappeared when the internal combustion motor vehicle pushed horses back into the paddocks.  Many probably 
morphed into motor mechanics.  My brother was a self employed motor mechanic until recently and one of the reasons he said he retired 
was because modern cars are computers with add ons that help move people from A to B. He was also getting tired. 

I am confident that coal miners will survive; just not as coal miners. But the transition has to be well managed or else we will see  the 
workforce paying once again while the entrepreneurs make a mint. We do need entrepreneurs but not crooked ones. 

Having said that I do feel there may be a ñsilver liningò that will be good for the planet. 

When Gill and I became FOOPers all those years ago we were just ahead of a huge wave of public sentiment where the public began a 
love affair with the environment. Interestingly I don't recall Climate change being mentioned but conserving the bush became very popular 
with such moves as the push to bring back the bush to Belair National Park by closing down football fields and removing old non native 
tree species. I was a little upset, I played footie on one of the ovals and remembered it with great affection. 

The mood was such that enjoying the bush meant going somewhere far from the ñMadding Crowdò and quietly enjoying the environment  
by just listening and perhaps noting the passing fauna and close by flora. In the Kyeema Conservation park ñroomsô were made so visitors 
could do just that; sit and enjoy. We can thank Grant Good for that idea. 

I sense that the general population, or large parts of it, may be showing an interest in the Environment once again only rather than the 
ñFlower Powerô way we did it in the ó80ôs and 90ôs its done with mountain bikes, kayaks and ñOff Pisteò tours etc .,  Its foreign to old folk 
such as us and the idea of allowing horses in the Parks almost did me in.  Poor old Colin Malcolm and Enid Robertson would have 
stormed the Department doors I suspect. I wondered who has been flicking me in the ear. 

So I am not loving it but I am accepting that expectations in the 21st century were never going to replicate the 1980ôs etc.  I should have 
known. I used to manually enter transactions in the ledgers and ended up training people how to use computer accounting software. 

Still if a percentage of the new ñenvironmentalò movement starts putting action where their mouth is we may see a return to the days 
where organising a planting or mass weeding will once again attract hundreds of volunteers.  We can only hope. 

Finally lets hope the Bushfire Royal  Commission is not a political butt saving exercise.  We have already had one senior politician infer 
that the fires were all started by disgruntled greenies which even the Murdoch press discounted. What we need is a balanced investigation 
that  considers what went wrong, what worked and  more importantly come up with strategies that will minimise the ferocity and destruc-
tion of the bushfires we may have in the future 

 

Bill. 

From the Editorôs Desk.  
Send all articles via: billandgilll@yahoo.com.au  
or  by snail mail to 27 Marston Drive, Morphett Vale 5162  or hand deliver to Gill or me.  
Phone Mobile 0427 306758 
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Red Wattlebird é Anthochaera  caranculata é 32-36cm é  
Common é Breeding 
Commonly found around the Onkaparinga Park and suburban gardens. A large, noisy, aggressive and gre-
garious species of Honeyeater. Another similar bird being the Little Wattlebird also found in the same or 
similar areas. Distinguished from each other easily with the Red Wattlebird being larger and having the dis-
tinct red skin flaps/wattles on itôs neck and yellow on itôs belly. Often seen driving off other birds in its range 
quite aggressively; quite the bully. Itôs call is very distinct, very loud and rather coarse sounding, sometimes 
likened to the sound of a faulty motor vehicle starter motor ?Feeds on the flowers of Eucalypts , other trees 
and shrubs plus insects. Most of the time just a pair is found in one location, but sometimes nomadic and 
gathering in large flocks. Red Wattlebirds raise one or two broods in a season. Both sexes have been re-

corded sharing incubation duties, but often the female will do this alone. Both parents feed the young.  

Only one lake with water still in the Park, that being the Scout Hall lake. The water is looking rather 
green ! ...but judging by the amount of Australian White Ibis there seen today, Iôd say it doesnôt seem to put 

them off. 

 
Overall fairly quiet in the Park bird wise, conditions still quite dry, and thankfully we have not seen any sig-
nificant bushfires in the Park,  sadly unlike other areas.  
Hoping for more rain asapé. 
 
See you in the Parkécheers Colin. 
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FOOP History............... 
02-Dec-97 Gen Meeting Present: 33, Apologies: 7 

  Seed collecting at Sundews on the Monday and Thursday  next week. 

  KESAB:  FOOP received Environmental award for 1997. 

  Colin Malcolm asked for the proposal that fees be increased. Not passed. 

  Abattoir:  Fish farm to be new owner. 

  Recyclables revenue for the year: $3293.00, up $1,000 from last year. 

  New committee: 

  President:  C Malcolm 

  Secretary: G Rees 

  Treasurer: B Franche 

  Investment and Publicity: Paul Franche. 

  General:  T Bainbridge, Jill Clark, C Kirkham, M Kirkham, R Clark, K Quinn, L Vawser. 

  Ray Rogers moved that there be a Vice president. Passed. 

  V Lewin requested that a copy of the Constitution be made available. 

  T Gregory advised that there was an arsonist in the area, believed to be driving a white Commodore. 

02-Feb-98 Gen Meeting Present:36, Apologies: 10. 

  FOOP wins KESAB environmental action award. Displayed at Gen meeting. 

  Horseshoe Inn. The draft plans re redevelopment of the Site provide no suitable facility for FOOP meet-
ings etc., 

  5 FOOP members attended chainsaw course. 

  Wetland No1 repair work estimate: $28,000 

  Polo shirt orders to go in this week. 

  Paul, Malcolm, Cynthia, Anne and Lindsay marched in the OCC Australia day march. 

  FOOP finances $ 12302.66 

  Colin congratulated Paul, Betty and their grandson for collecting $1234.34 in recycling over the Christmas 
period. 

  Mountain bikes in parks. A copy of the draft plan to allow mountain bikes into Parks distributed. Response 
needed from group by end of February. 

  Friends forum will be at Meningie Oct 10 -11. 

  KESAB clean up day: 01/03/ 

  Market day Fair March 15th. FOOP to have a stall and donations and help needed. 

  5th April: Walking extravaganza at Belair National Park. FOOP running a sausage sizzle -help needed. 

  Speaker: Dr P Dalby.  "Is a tree worth saving?" 

03-Mar-98 Gen Meeting Present: 25. Apologies: 11 

  KESAB clean up a success. 

  Wasp nest found in park. To be exterminated. 

  Snakes active in the Park. 

  Old Horseshoe Inn project. To cost $400K . FOOP advised R Brokenshire that the facility will be of little 
use to FOOP so we will take no further part in the process. Wish organisers well, 

  Community offenders. FOOP will invest $900 in the program.$1000 to be paid to FOOP. 

  Finances: $10967.97 

  Recycling: Paul advised that a number of groups recycling have ceased and he wants all recyclables to 
come to him. 

  Council Environment Award. FOOP has been nominated by Jill Clark. 

  Val Lewin requested that a letter from FOOP go to Southern Management Catchment Board re Onkapar-
inga water flows. 

  Speaker: Wayne Brown.  Primary Industries- revegetation in South Australia. 
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Park of the month event at Perrys Bend . 

Yesterday Saturday 22nd February was perfect weather wise for the activities held at & near Perryôs Bend. 
Our BBQ stall was well staffed & patronised by many of the participants. We sold all our products & Michael 

also sold some of his books. We took $179 & minus expenses made a bit over $100. 

Thanks to all FOOPers who attended. 

Andy. 

Renowned author has produced another brilliant page turner. 

Driven by the recent investment from the Department of the Environment into the Onka-

paringa River National Park, which included 

the provision of new footpaths, a third book 

of walks became necessary, says Michael 

Whitaker; the author.  

This book is titled "12 New Short Walks in 

the Onkaparinga River National and Recrea-

tion Parks".   

Some of these walks are entirely new and the remainder have 

large sections that are new.   

'New', in this case, means that the walks did not exist until the De-

partment Contractors cut through the bush to make fresh walking trails.  Several existing trails have been 

rerouted as well, greatly improving the safety and the walking enjoyment.  

With all three books in this series at hand, a keen walker is spoilt for choice.  At one walk a week there is a 

year of pleasure, with hardly any need to walk outside the boundary of the National and Recreation Parks!  

It is worth noting that these are designated as 'short', although, as mentioned in the text, walks can be 

chained together to add to the walking distances. 

 

Only  

$15.00  

P & P 
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FOOP Thursday Walking Group 
 
Throughout the period when the evenings are longer, we walk somewhere in the Fleurieu.  Each week, on a 
Thursday, from 5pm in October and March, but 6pm between November and February, we set out for a re-
laxed stroll. 
 
Once, long ago, the walk length was seven or more kilometres; these days it is nearer three kilometres and 
sometimes, even less! 
 
After a less than strenuous walk, there is a shared supper, which might be the reason why some folk turn up 
week after week.  The quality of the supper is extraordinary, with warm savouries, home-cooked delicacies 
and sweet treats to follow. 
 
This season we have walked as far north as Hallett Cove, as far east as Kuitpo Forest, as far south as Wil-
lunga Hill and as far south-west as Myponga ï but not all in one week! 
 
We have an automatic cut-off when the temperature is too high (usually a Fire Danger day anyway) or when 
it is likely to be seriously wet, which is rare. 
 
Some of our supper venues are at a home or garden of a walker but often the location is out in the bush, with 
tables and chairs produced from the backs of cars. 
 
Although there is no pressure, several of the regular walkers are happy to lead a walk from time to time.  
This season we have had seven different volunteer leaders, giving rise to a pleasant variety of walks.  The 
word óvolunteerô might slightly stretch a point, but once trapped in a corner, none of the leaders complained 
further. 
 
The next season will start as soon as the clocks go forward in October 2020.  Meanwhile, there are a few 
walks left in this season (5, 12, 19 and 26th March and 2nd April).  All are welcomed to join us; wear stout 
walking shoes (not thongs!) and bring a chair and a contribution for the shared supper. 
 
See the gallery of happy faces from this seasonôs walks. 
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